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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To disconnect a line even when using keep- 
alive. 

CONSTITUTION: When keep-alive signals are received 
from local side equipment 6 and 9, a local side router 8 
outputs 4 them to a line. After a keep-alive response 
signal is received through the line, substitutive keep- 
alive response processing for returning 2 the keep-alive 
response signal corresponding to keep- alive signals 1 
from the local side equipment is repeated and after the 
lapse of a fixed period, a line 10 is disconnected. When 
the keep-alive signals are received through the line, a 
remote side router delivers them to remote side 
equipment. After a keep-alive response signal 3 sent 
from the remote side equipment corresponding to this 
delivery of keep-alive signals is outputted to the line, 
substitutive keep-alive delivery processing for receiving 
the keep-alive response signal from the remote side 
equipment corresponding to the delivery 2 of keep-alive 
signals to the remote side equipment is continued and 
after the lapse of the fixed period, the line is disconnected. 
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